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Type of 
decision-making
status or tool 
[Decision Maker]

Legal
authority

Who
appoints
decision
maker?

Witnesses,
notarization
required?

Decision-
making
authority Limitations

Court
super-
vision? Revocable?

Autonomy [Self] N/A N/A N/A Fullest possible None No Only if individual
determined to be
incompetent by
judge

Finance  Power  of
Attorney [Agent]

*see note

755 ILCS
45/1-1
et seq.

Principal Yes, notarization
and two witnesses

As broad as set
by principal,  on
financial matters

As set by principal No Yes, by principal

Health Care Power
of Attorney [Agent]

*see note

755 ILCS
45/1-1
et seq.

Principal One witness
required,
notarization
desirable

As broad as set
by principal, on
health care
matters

As set by principal No Yes, by principal

Living W ill 
[Attending physician
based on advance
direction]

755 ILCS
35/1
et seq.

Principal giv es
advance
direction to
attending
physician on life
support issues
only

Two witnesses
required,
notarization
desirable

Attending
physician
executes
principal’s
decision under
specific medical
circumstances

As set by principal,
decisions limited to
life support issues
under specific
medical
circumstances

No Yes, by principal

Surrogate H ealth
Care  Decis ion-
Making [Relative or
friend as surrogate
decision maker]

755 ILCS
40/1
et seq.

State Law N/A Set by state
statute, but broad 

As set by state law,
but broad authority
granted

No No, but statute
does not apply if
principal has 
guardian of person
or health care
agent

Temporary
Guardianships
[Temporary guardian]

755 ILCS 
5/11a-1 et
seq.

Judge, upon a
petition.  Can be
done without
notice to the
person alleged
to need
guardian

N/A Set by judge, but
usually very
limited and
specific, may be
for a specific
purpose, e.g.,
consenting to
medical
treatment

As set by judge,
usually very l imited
and specific,
sufficient to solve
immediate health
or personal care
crisis

Yes Only by judge
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Type of 
decision-making
status or tool 
[Decision Maker]

Legal
authority

Who
appoints
decision
maker?

Witnesses,
notarization
required?

Decision-
making
authority Limitations

Court
super-
vision? Revocable?

Limited
Guardianship of
Estate  (financial
issues) [Guardian]

755 ILCS
5/11a-1 et
seq.

Judge, upon
petition, but
may be
contested

N/A Set by judge, but
limited and
specific

As set by judge,
usually  specific

Yes By judge, or upon
expiration at sixty
days, or upon
establishment of a
limited or plenary
guardianship

Limited
Guardianship of
Person (personal and
health care issues)
[Guardian]

755 ILCS
5/11a-1
et seq.

Judge, upon
petition, but
may be
contested

N/A Set by judge, 
but limited and
specific

As set by  judge,
usually specific

Yes Only by judge

Plenary 
Guardianship of
Estate  (financial
issues) [Guardian]

755 ILCS
5/11a-1
et seq.

Judge, upon
petition,  but
may be
contested

N/A Set by judge, 
but broad

As set by judge,
but broad authority
granted 

Yes Only by judge

Plenary
Guardianship of
Person (personal and
health care issues)
[Guardian]

755 ILCS
5/11a-1
et seq.

Judge, upon
petition, but
may be
contested

N/A Set by judge, 
but broad

As set by  judge,
but broad authority
granted, specific
authority needed
for placement in
facility

Yes Only by judge

*NOTE: For practical purposes, health care powers of attorney become effective when the principal is unable to make or communicate decisions
regarding their own care.  However, financial powers of attorney (unless a specific future date or condition is entered on the document) become
effective immediately and allow the financial agent to transact the business of the principal.  Accordingly, they should be used with great caution.
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